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Could this have been one of the very best summers in years for beekeepers? Certainly from what I 
hear there has been a bumper crop of honey. But as beekeepers we can never be complacent and 
our lot is never done. So: feed and varroa control completed; any necessary insulation of hives 
done; honey extracted or stored; wax melted and refined; mouse guards on; honey shows and 
AGMs. The list seems endless. During the winter months there’s a little time to reflect on next 
year’s beekeeping. In this newsletter there is, I hope, time for reflection. We look at the pleasures 
and rewards of taking some of the BBKA modules. We consider how our mistakes are often the 
very building blocks of learning our beekeeping skills. Sadly there is an obituary of Phil Clemente, 
a highly respected beekeeper who recently died; many beekeepers in Avon and beyond will have 
known and learnt from him. And then there is an article about the success of one young 
beekeeper. It would be great to have a few more young beekeepers as they are guaranteeing the 
future of our honey bees together with the necessary knowledge and skills; these passed on just 
as Phil Clemente did for over his 45 years beekeeping. 
robfrancishere@gmail.com               Rob Francis - Newsletter editor 

EVENTS FROM AROUND THE BRANCHES 
 
 

North Somerset 
 Saturday November 16th  AGM at Churchill Memorial Hall at 2pm 

Bristol 
Saturday November 16th    
Honey Show and AGM 2.30pm at Little Stoke Social Club 
 
January 9th 2020 at 7.30pm Winter talk at Filton Community 
Association 
 

Bath 
Saturday 16th November AGM 2pm 
Talk by  Richard Rickitt:  ‘From Buckfast to Buckingham Palace’. 
 

Keynsham 
Thursday November 21st  AGM at Saltford Community 
Association 
	

The annual AGM lecture will be given by Prof Francis Ratnieks 
who is the Director of the Laboratory of Apiculture and Social 
Insects at Sussex University, (www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi). He 
has been leading a research programme into the control of 
Varroa Destructor, and will be describing their work and 
explaining the results.  

Read about Hazel’s success on 
page 5 

Read about some silly mistakes 
beekeepers have made on page 4 



		 	 

	

		

 
Whether it was his farming background or just 
natural talent, Phil Clemente had an amazing 
ability to understand bees. He could almost 
instinctively "read" a hive and this understanding 
and his own creativity enabled him to deal with 
all sorts of beekeeping situations which would 
faze many of us. Until recently he was a 
commercial beekeeper, running, I think, 50-60 
colonies at his peak so he had a vast amount of 
experience. He was one of the best beekeepers 
I've met and it was a privilege to know him as a 
friend. 
 
We worked together for a number of years, 
raising queens and breeding nucs for beginners 
as well as assisting each other in our own 
beekeeping. Many times I'd say to Phil, "What do 
you think of this", or "What would you do?" He 
was always generous with his advice and he was 
almost invariably correct. He knew how to 
manage bees. When he had colonies at the 
Branch apiary they usually brought in more 
honey than any others and Phil was quite willing 
to tell folk why that was and what they were 
doing wrong in no uncertain terms! 
 
Phil had an overwhelming sense of humour. We 
were all subjected to it, no matter who we were. 
His puns were just awful. On the other hand his 
story telling was something not to be missed, 
especially his swarm collection stories. Few of us 
will forget his tale of the time he collected a 
swarm from a couple of elderly ladies who were 
showing an unhealthy interest in the sex life of 
bees. When Phil reached to gather the swarm his 
belt broke and his trousers fell down! There was 
another story of the time he got stopped by the 
police because the owner of his apiary saw what 
she thought was a prowler wearing a hoodie. Of 
course it was Phil in a bee suit! 

I don't think he ever turned down a request to 
help. His truck was often in demand for moving 
bees and I lost count of the number of people 
he was mentoring or helping in some way or 
other. If there was a swarm that needed 
collecting he would be out if he possibly could. 
I've heard people say about Phil: "Always 
willing to help", "Everyone knew him", "He 
always had an answer". 
 
Phil also had a background in engineering and 
some years ago he and I started what became 
known as Branch "Workshop Sessions". He 
would draw up plans for various items of 
beekeeping equipment that either were not 
readily available or were expensive. I machined 
kits of parts and we organised evening 
woodworking sessions where members 
purchased these kits and assembled them with 
some assistance. I remember one lady saying, 
"I haven't used a hammer in 35 years!" Phil's 
designs included feeders, nuc boxes, solar wax 
extractors and a special multi-purpose crown 
board we designed together. 
 
Over the years Phil's health deteriorated and 
he got out less and less. This year he was 
planning on increasing his activities and was 
attending apiary sessions and other meetings 
and getting involved again. Sadly that has 
come to an abrupt end. His sudden death has 
made the world a duller place and we will miss 
his wisdom and (dare I say it) even his 
humour. 
 
Stephen Brain 

Phil was very much a practical beekeeper. That 
made him a great asset at Branch training 
courses and he was always willing to help out 
where his great experience was in demand. I 
must also of course pay tribute to the huge 
effort he put into the Avon stands at the Bath 
and West for a number of years. Also at one 
time he was Apiary Manager for the Branch at 
the old Langford site we have. 

Phil Clemente 
1942 – 2019 

 
We were all very sad to hear of the death of 
Phil Clemente. Phil was not only a highly 
respected and loved member of Avon but 
also very active in giving advice and help to 
novice beekeepers. For many years  he 
organised and manned the Avon stand at 
the Bath and West show. Here Stephen 
Brain, current President of ABKA and close 
friend of Phil, remembers him. 



	

An interview with Ivor Davis – part 2 
We conclude the interview with Ivor here. There’s some very good advice as well as the sort of 
mistakes a beekeeper can easily make. (see article on page 4 of this newsletter.) 

Other beekeepers are always interested in the 
foolish mistakes we beekeepers make. This helps, 
I think, assuage them of their own faults and 
foolishness! Can you think of any mistake you 
made which you’d NEVER make again? 
I still make mistakes but have learnt from these: 
1. The first time all the bees vacated the hive on a 
hot evening I panicked and ‘phoned a friend’. I 
was told to relax and enjoy the warm evening and 
all the bees went back overnight as the 
temperature cooled. 
2. I bought a colony from a local beekeeper one 
October. I didn’t ask about his varroa treatment 
and the colony was dead in the following spring. 
Never buy colonies in autumn! 
3.  I bought a queen from a breeder in the south 
east and introduced it to a colony in the garden. 
Within a month the colony superseded and turned 
from docile to very vicious. All my neighbours 
reported being stung in their gardens. I killed the 
colony – a tragedy. Lesson learnt; don’t buy 
queens from miles away and don’t kill colonies 
when they become difficult to handle -find a bolt 
hole to remedy the situation. 
4. In my hurry to finish an inspection I 
reassembled a hive without ensuring the queen 
was safe. Next time I inspected I found her 
crushed between two of the boxes. 
Are there any books (apart from your own 
excellent BBKA Guide to Beekeeping) that you 
would recommend; both practically and more 
generally. 
 There are so many books that I have enjoyed 
about beekeeping. This is just a small sample: 
The Biology of the Honey bee – Mark Winston 
Practical Beekeeping – Clive deBruyn 
Honey bee inside out & Honey bee round and 
about – Celia Davis 
A Book of Honey -Eva Crane 
Anatomy & Dissection of the honey bee -Dade 
The buzz about bees -Jorgen Tautz 
Great Masters in Beekeeping – Ron Brown 
Can you think of one key piece of advice you’d 
give to someone just about to start on 
beekeeping? 
Learn a bit about beekeeping before you start and 
watch a colony from outside before inspecting.  
Always have a friend/mentor who can help (even 
on the ‘phone) when you get into difficulties or are 
not sure what to do. If on inspection you discover 
there is a job to do (feed the bees, put on a super, 
queen cells found) do not wait another week or 
two. Do the job immediately once you have 
decided what needs to be done or have gained 
advice. 
Finally try to disturb the bees as little as possible, 
they are usually fine. 
	

What do you hope most for beekeeping in the 
next ten years or so? 
I hope that whilst we learn how to manage the 
Asian Hornet (for our honey bees as well as all 
other insects) that our bees continue to evolve 
to cope with varroa. I hope that the 
government will continue to support 
beekeeping education and promote planting for 
pollinators. I hope that farmers will find a way 
of improving the countryside for bees and all 
insects. I hope that all beekeepers will be 
encouraged to learn more about bees. 
Can you recount some high points your 
beekeeping career? 
You didn’t ask for this, but it just shows what 
comes when you have a passion for bees. 
In 2000 when I was a Trustee of the BBKA I 
met the Duke of Edinburgh when he came to 
open the Beekeeping Centre at Stoneleigh. 
Subsequently we went to a Buckingham Palace 
Garden Party and had a day at Highgrove with 
a group of BBKA trustees. 
During the 2000s Jan and I often had the BBC 
wildlife cameramen and reporters come to our 
house to film an aspect of bees when they 
were topical in the press. 
David Attenborough came to us with a large 
camera crew to film a piece about bees It was 
a fun day as initially he decided to put on the 
bee suit unaided but ended up with his legs in 
the arm holes. Jan untangled him and got the 
suit on. He then did some pieces to camera but 
was not allowed to have the veil over his face. 
The result was that he was stung on the nose. 
Our claim to fame is that one of our bees stung 
David. Our impression was that he is a very 
nice man. 
During this time because of various contacts 
we became Raymond Blanc’s bee experts. We 
were asked to go to Le Manoir de Quatre 
Saisons to give talks on bees and beekeeping 
as part of an experience event that included 
cooking with honey. We stayed overnight in 
one of the best rooms at the hotel and had 
wonderful meals. Raymond Blanc even 
arranged to come to see our bees and you can 
imagine Jan panicking about providing him 
with a meal. On the day everything was 
prepared and 30 minutes before he was 
expected his Gardener (who was accompanying 
him) phoned to say that the BBC had rushed 
him off to France for a series they were doing, 
and he couldn’t come. A sigh of relief and 
sadness! 
All in all, we have had about 35 years of 
enjoyment and wonderment and made many 
friends since taking up beekeeping. 



	

A Bee-Silly mistake 
	
In the interview with Ivor Davis (above) he 
was asked for examples of silly mistakes he 
has made. In a previous newsletter Dave 
Maslin also gave an amusing rendition of 
one foolish error he made when he put his 
head in a water butt to rid himself of bees 
in his veil. (Newsletter  No4) And we all 
make them! In fact more than anything we 
actually learn from our own silly mistakes 
and the mistakes of others.  So here we 
go. To find out it there is anyone out there 
reading this newsletter could I ask you to 
send in a few lines about what happened to 
you and what you learnt. It can be as 
outrageous as you wish. 

Basic silly mistake . Making sure my visitor was all 
zipped up but forgot about myself!!! 

Here’s our howler...we had 4 super frames 
which had been spun. We were too busy to 
put them back on the hives for the bees to 
clean so we left them on the garden table. 
Sure enough bees came from everywhere for 
the free food but sadly there was a sudden 
drop in temperature and many of the bees 
got caught out and died. 
We swept them up and chucked them into 
our flip top kitchen bin.  
A few hours later we used the bin and out 
popped a bee....closely followed by about 50 
more! Not dead after all! 

My latest silly mistake was when reassembling a 
hive after a Pagdon putting the floor upside down 
and not realising I had done it and wondering why 
no bees were coming out but a lot were trying but 
failing to get in  

Having retrieved a Queen from the hive 
to mark it it decided to faint. I thought I 
had killed her as I wasn't aware of this 
phenomenon, I was mortified. OK dead 
Queen let's make a bait hive so off came 
the hood. As I was marching back to the 
bee shed she came to. I ran back to the 
hive took off the lid and crown board to 
put her back overjoyed. Yep you guest it 
bees flew out on mass, no hood, I threw 
the Queen up in the air, heavans knows 
where she landed and I ran like the 
blazes. End of story Bees are awesome, 

Putting the rhombus escape on underneath the 
clearer board and wondered why I still had bees in 
the super after 3 hours. Doh! 

Thank you for contributions from: Gerry Scott-Wilson, Alyson Hurst, David Thorne, 
Jane Boss , Erica Brundish, Jenny Wakenshaw and Paddy Brading 

Hive went unexpectedly queenless late 
summer so we had our last queenrite 
apidea. crown board off and looked for 
queen in the apidea found and caged what 
we thought was the queen started to shake 
bees into hive realised that the caged bee 
wasn't the queen looked in the apidea and 
the very last bee was the queen! By that 
stage we just released her straight into the 
hive and they welcomed her with open 
arms. 

Early Beekeeping howler!  
Bought liquid Q marker. ( it’s in small bottle 
same size as nail varnish ) just as change 
from marker pen. Marked Q. Dried her off. 
Walked her into frames. Success.  
Then I knocked the un capped bottle off the 
side of brood box. Not into grass which 
would have been acceptable but across the 
top of the brood box. It rolled across the 
frames discharging whole of its contents. 
Try to find Q amongst maybe 60,000 
workers!! It was green. Never seen so 
many green legs, heads, bodies and 
antennae. I could almost hear from them a 
collective sigh of ‘ Beekeepers!!!’ 



			

	

In August this year, one of our members 
daughters’, Hazel Campbell successfully sat her 
BBKA Junior Assessment Certificate.  This is the 
second year in a row that a BBKA Junior 
Assessment has been successfully passed by a 
Bristol Beekeeping family.  
 
Hazel has helped her daddy, Neil Campbell 
(Bristol Membership Secretary and Avon 
Delegate) for a few years now.  Initially, she 
helped with the making of frames, and spinning 
of honey, but in 2018, whilst he was sitting his 
Basic Assessment, she began to take an interest 
in the bees, and got a bee suit. 
 
The assessment is in three parts and includes 
some preparation; A beekeeping diary covering 
more than 6 weeks, a piece of art depicting a 
beekeeping scene relating to the syllabus, and a 
practical question and answer session at an 
apiary. 
 
Hazel provided a diary which covered her 
involvement with bees throughout the year, with 
photographs showing her helping Neil with frame 
making, winter oxalic acid treatment, queen 
marking and clipping, helping capture a swarm, 
and then extracting honey.  During the 
Assessment with Anne Roweberry, she talked 
through the diary, telling Anne what she had 
done during each of the diary entries. 
 
The second element of the assessment was the 
production of a piece of artwork.  Hazel loves to 
create designs with ‘Hama-beads’ and so came 
up with the idea of creating a brood-frame, 
which depicted different elements of the brood 
nest (see photo).  She created cells which held 
eggs, whitey-tightly larvae, sealed brood, with 
‘digestive biscuit’ cappings and cells with pollen.  
Hazel built the frame herself, and then hung the 
Hama-beads on the frame with a little bit of 
fishing wire. 

The third element was held at the Bristol 
Beekeepers Training Apiary.  It consisted of a 
15-20minute inspection of a hive, and a 
question and answer session.  Similar to a 
Basic Assessment, Hazel went through each 
of the elements of the make up of a hive, 
before, under Anne’s supervision, she lifted 
the lid and began inspecting the frames. (Side 
note:  Hazel told her Daddy off after the 
inspection, because he didn’t tell her to 
smoke the entrance first!). Through the 
inspection of the frames, Hazel pointed out to 
Anne the different castes of bee including the 
queen, brood at all stages, pollen, nectar and 
honey stores. 
 
After putting the hive back together, the 
heavens opened, so Anne and Hazel retired to 
the shed for a Q&A session, whilst daddy 
stayed outside in the rain! 
 
During the session, Anne went through the 
junior syllabus, asking questions on bee 
biology, making honey, uses of wax, and the 
control of varroa.  She then asked Hazel 
questions about her diary and artwork. 
 
All in all, the assessment took about an hour 
to go through.   
 
In Hazel’s words; “Both the assessment and 
the artwork was also fun to do. I felt 
comfortable in the exam and it didn’t feel to 
serious.”  
 
 
Hazel was presented with her Junior 
Certificate by David Thorne, Bristol BKA 
Chairman earlier in October. See photo 
above. 

 
Hazel Campbell’s  

Beekeeping Success 
 

The BBKA is encouraging  school 
age children to get involved in 
beekeeping and  have recently 
introduced The Junior 
Assessment Certificate. Hazel is 
the second young person from 
the Bristol branch to achieve 
this award in the last year. Here 
is how she did it. 
 
 



			

	

	

The BBKA Module Exams:   What are they and why take them? 
	
Many beekeepers take up beekeeping to escape the pressures of work and anxieties of everyday life.  
Why add to them by studying and taking exams that the BBKA promotes?  My role on the ABKA 
committee as Exams and Education Coordinator is to facilitate the education of beekeepers. However 
when I went into beekeeping  - urged on by a 12 year old from the English class I taught over 40 
years ago – I aimed to escape from stresses in the world of education. So why am I now suggesting 
that you might consider taking some of the BBKA Modules that lead to exams? Read on. There are 
two parts to this page. 1).A Q&A about the current system of module and 2) a tested example of 
how you might form a self study group to work on one of the modules together. 

What are the BBKA Modules? 
They cover the whole range of the knowledge and 
skills connected with beekeeping. From honeybee 
management, behaviour, breeding, health and 
biology. A full list can be found at: 
https://www.bbka.org.uk/modules 
What is the point of taking a module? 
It considerably extends the depth of knowledge in 
the specific area you choose and gives a greater 
understanding of honeybees. This in its turn helps 
you to be a more confident and  (dare I say it) a 
happier and more fulfilled beekeeper. 
Are they difficult? 
Not really. If you are a beekeeper already then 
you are well on the way. Many beekeepers start 
off with Module 1 (Honey bee Management) this 
builds on the knowledge already acquired in the 
introductory and basic courses. Again you can 
find out the details of each module by going to 
the BBKA website. 
How long does it take? 
Many beekeepers take a module over the winter 
months when their practical beekeeping is at a 
minimum. But you can work at your own spend. 
If I study a module do I have to take the 
exam? 
A definite NO. Many will wish to take the exam 
having studied the full course but it really 
depends on you and what you want from the 
course. 
How can I set about taking a module then? 
There are a number of ways. You can study on 
your own and sign up for a correspondence 
course https://www.bbka.org.uk/correspondence-
courses Then with the help of a tutor you work 
your way through the course. Alternatively you 
can get together with others and study it as a 
group (see case study). 
What happens if I take the exam and pass? 
Then you get a certificate. The success may well 
motivate you to take further Modules and if you 
complete all modules you become a master 
beekeeper. Most likely beekeepers just enjoy in 
extending their understanding in their chosen 
area. 

CASE STUDY: A  study-group in North 
Somerset branch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A group of beekeepers from North Somerset 
branch, having completed their Basic 
Assessment wanted to try and take Module 1. 
This is what they did: 
 
1. Put out on the branch’s face book site that 
they were going to have an informal meeting 
to see how many people might be interested. 
They named the place and date. 
 
2.Six people turned up at the meeting and it 
was decided to work together through 
November to March and those who wished to 
would take the exam in March. 
 
3. One member of the group signed up for 
the correspondence course and became the 
coordinator of the group maintaining contact 
through a What’s App group. 
 
4. The group set up 7 sessions and met at a 
room in a local pub (some groups have used 
their own homes in the past)  studying  from 
November through to March. 
 
5. At each session the group worked through 
an exam paper, jointly discussing and 
answering the questions which were then 
sent off to the tutor who responded to the 
answers, returning it to the group for 
discussion at the next session. 
 
6 In March five out of the six decided to take 
the exam. All passed. 
 
Most of the group stayed together and  
worked happily through other modules. 
 

If you would like help or advice about setting up a 
group to study a module then let me know. 
 
Rob Francis 



Apiary Removal Vans incorporated! 
 

The  North Somerset Branch of ABKA has had its apiary based at Solarsense on Brockley 
for the last seven years. However  considerable changes in the plans for the future  at 
Solarsense meant that the apiary had to be relocated. Not an easy task. Here Eric Sortwell, 
the apiary Manager, describes the move. 

At the beginning of the year the club was 
informed that the site of the Apiary had been 
sold for housing development and that we 
were going to have to go by the autumn. 
We set about finding a new site we had 
several options which we investigated but for 
different reasons turned down. We eventually 
had a short list of two, we were looking for a 
site that had easy access, was level, south 
facing  and open to the sun. We eventually 
decided on Langford which ticked all the 
boxes and had the added bonus of on site 
toilets and even a Cafe . 
The only downside it was not quite central to 
our area although we are retaining the use of 
our shed at Brockley for our show equipment 
which with the extra space makes life much 
easier for us. 
The next step was planning the move. The 
Langford site is part of a field near the car 
park. We wanted to keep our costs down so 
used all the blocks, slabs and stands from our 
Brockley Apiary. We asked for volunteers to 
help move enough equipment to set up 
fifteen hive's, ten club and five Newbee's*; 
this was hard work: 2 X 2 slabs and concrete 
blocks are hard going. 
Once we had the stands in place one of our 
members, who is a commercial Beekeeper 
and has all the equipment, helped to move all 
the hives; this was the easiest part of the 
job. We then had our new shed erected by a 
local contractor who moved the remaining 
slabs and blocks from Brockley for us. We are 
in the process of having a boundary fence put 
up to keep the sheep out - just one of a few 
minor headaches. 
Then there were all the little details: moving 
all our spare apiary equipment over to 
Langford from Brockley, fitting out the shed 
with shelving, signage, first aid box, and the 
list goes on… 
But it is very satisfying to know at the end of 
it all we are going to have a top-rate training 
apiary, one that North Somerset Beekeeper's 
can be justly proud of. 
 
Eric Sortwell 
 
 * New beekeepers 

On the move 

The new home 

Preparing to leave Solarsense 



			

And finally … 

Bristol Beekeepers are well on the way to completing the Dave Maslen Building. This is the end of 
the first phase. There will be a longer article in the next newsletter that will be out at the end of 
February. 

Progress on the Dave Maslen building 

The Bristol Silver Queen 
 
Congratulations to David Capon for winning the Bristol 
Silver Queen for the second successive year. This 
year, to mark to 90th anniversary of the award, there 
was a special class comprising two jars of honey and 
two cut comb pieces. This is how it was originally 
awarded 90 years ago.  

FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 

Saturday 28th March 
The Avon Beekeepers Association AGM 

 
Saturday 25th April 

The spring Day School 

Any contributions or ideas for this newsletter would 
be most welcome. Especially some accounts of 
foolish mistakes you have made! The next 
newsletter comes out at the end  of February. 
 
I can be contacted at:  robfrancishere@gmail.com 
 
	


